352:337 American Literature of the 19th Century
Paper 3, about 4-5 pages

Due Wednesday, December 3, 2008

In Chapter 26 of Typee, Melville writes:

The penalty of the Fall presses very lightly upon the valley of Typee . . . I scarcely saw any piece of work performed there which caused the sweat to stand upon a single brow. . . . I shudder when I think of the change a few years will produce in their paradisiacal abode . . . when the most destructive vices, and the worst attendances on civilization [of  the French], shall have driven all peace and happiness from the valley …” (187).

Hard work, from which the Typeeans are pointedly free , is the human penalty for the Biblical “Fall” of man from the Garden Eden,. Melville’s veritable paradise (if not heavenly Utopia) in Typee often contrasts with the hellish fallen condition of the supposedly more civilized Europeans. 
To what extent is this contrast of cultural attitudes significant in Typee? Use the text of Typee, supplemented by the background readings in the New Riverside edition, to discuss one (1) of the following questions:

1. How do the changes in the text of the English first edition for the expurgated American second edition of Typee reflect the different moral and cultural and attitudes of the two countries? See especially pp. 253-282.


2. What is the significance of Tommo’s response to tattooing as a marker of social and cultural identity in Typee?  See the background articles, pp. 343-65.

3. How does Melville develop the theme of the horror of cannibalism in Typee?  What context is provided in the background articles, pp. 316-42? 
Hints: a) Your paper should primarily display the quality of your own reading response to Typee. b) Many students find it easier to gather evidence first and then find a case or argument to focus what has been gathered. Please support your focus with selected short quotes (with Riverside page citations).c) Use the background articles as supplements but don’t rely on them excessively. d) Incidentally, does your discussion touch on matters that also concern other 337 authors, such as Emerson, Thoreau, and Hawthorne?
Some reminders: avoid excessive summary or paraphrase of the book, the background articles, the class discussions, or this sheet. Stay with one (1) question. Be specific and knowledgeable: edit out commonplace remarks or uncontested generalities. Strive to write a paper that you would find interesting and informative to read yourself.
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