352:224 Survey of American Literature

[224_sp09_p3.html]

Paper 3 (2-4 pages). Due Friday, April 3, 2009'

Faulkner's story,  "Barn Burning," centers on the moral development of a young boy named Colonel Sartoris Snopes, whose thoughts and feelings we witness from the inside, making him a well-rounded character. In developing the character of the boy, Faulkner uses several techniques, ranging from the direct representation of his language to similes and metaphors of how he perceives time and space. By contrast, the father, Abner Snopes, is depicted as simple, brutal, and hateful in his actions, shown burning barns when provoked and soiling a rug even when not, but never does Faulkner give him any depth. Although Faulkner scatters some information about the father’s history throughout the story, for the most part he uses direct visual description to present the father as a flat character type or even as an empty stereotype. (For example, when the father first appears his is characterized as "stiff in his black Sunday coat.") 
What are the related visual images, similes, and metaphors connected with the father that Falkner uses as the story progresses? How does Faulkner use these visual elements to develop the reader’s understanding of the father's character? Why do you believe Faulkner use these unusual visual techniques instead of other methods of story-telling and characterization? 
Read the story carefully. In an essay of 2-4 pages, discuss in exact and specific detail Faulkner's use of descriptive techniques to characterize the father.. Support your points with actual short passages from the text, citing the Norton anthology pages in parentheses– as in we see him "stiff in his back Sunday coat" (1,957). If possible, focus your essay on the highest general idea or explanation that emerges from your reading, study, and understanding of this question. 
