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In class we read the conclusion of The Awakening in which Edna walks out into the sea. Yet the references to the sea start early in the novel.  Closely review these passages from the first six of the 39 chapters in the book.  How is the sea treated as a physical motif or emblem in these passages? Be specific. Are the treatments significantly similar to or different from each other?  Please do not merely summarize the entire plot, the class discussions, or these passages. Use the back of this sheet and, if necessary, other sheets. 

Chapter III: It was then past midnight. The cottages were all dark. A single faint light gleamed out from the hallway of the house. There was no sound abroad except the hooting of an old owl in the top of a water-oak, and the everlasting voice of the sea, that was not uplifted at that soft hour. 

Chapter V:  The sun was low in the west, and the breeze soft and languorous that came up from the south, charged with the odor of the sea.


Chapter VI:  The voice of the sea is seductive; never ceasing, whispering, clamoring, murmuring, inviting the soul to wander for a spell in abysses of solitude; to lose itself in mazes of inward contemplation. The voice of the sea speaks to the soul. The touch of the sea is sensuous, enfolding the body in its soft, close embrace.

