352: 338 American Literature of the 19th Century

Scheduled Open Book Quiz, March 13, 2009
Name: ________________________
In Chapter VII of The Red Badge of Courage, Henry Fleming tries to justify his running from battle by seeking reassurance in “Nature” in a deep wood (Riverside ed., pp 206-07). Here he sees and reflects on the comforting signs of the landscape and the squirrel who evades his thrown pine cone.  Then he enters a protected place where the “arching boughs made a chapel” that provides a “religious half light.” 
Please discuss what Henry encounters next – from this point to the end of the chapter. Are Henry’s (and the reader’s) expectations fulfilled? What is the immediate effect upon Henry of the vivid image that he next encounters? How does this image, its description, and Henry’s reaction relate to what he has been thinking? What does the entire section contribute to the book as whole? Why do you think Crane included it? 
Please show the quality of your reading: Discuss and quote selected short details from the actual text to support your points. Please, no plot summaries, echoes of the class discussion, or paraphrases of this sheet
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