352:343 American Literature of the 20th Century

Paper 3: Due Wednesday, October 7, 2009

Please note these schedule changes as of October 2:


Wed. 
Oct 7:

Paper 3 due (this paper)


Fri.. 
Oct. 9

No class meeting


Wed. 
Oct 14

MidTerm Exam (details TBA)


Fri. 
Oct 16

Conclusion of Gatsby discussion

Although The Great Gatsby is the story of the rise and fall of Jay Gatsby, it is also the story of how Nick Caraway remembers or tells that story. Nick is a character in the events themselves, but he is also the narrator who relates the story and presumably someone preparing a book on Gatsby. As both an epic chronicler and a moralistic critic, Nick mediates between the grandiose, mythical Gatsby and the ordinary reader. 
As a reading exercise to enhance the quality of your reading, please discuss in a very short essay (1 page) one specific passage in which Nick’s re-shaping of the story affects its immediate emotional tone or effect. Make a point and support it with evidence. Use selected short quotes as necessary, providing page citations (in parentheses). Please provide some analysis or commentary: don't limit yourself to summary, paraphrase, or description. 
