352:361 Studies in American Authors: Melville
[361_sp07_final_research.doc]
Take-Home Portion of the Final Exam – counts as one-third (33%)  

Due Wednesday May 9, 2007, 3:00pm

Describe and evaluate the reading and research procedure you used in preparing your term paper, Review also your encounters with critical approaches to Melville. 

Use the research worksheets distributed throughout the semester – or the shorter checklist below. Be concrete and specific: name names: no vague or general replies, please. Discuss the direct use you made of the following materials (as appropriate). 

Optional: What ideas did you have for Melville study materials that should be created? 

1. Primary sources:

The texts of the assigned Melville novels and tales

Letters and journals by Melville or by others mentioning him 

2. Secondary sources: 

Materials and leads in the Riverside and Norton critical editions

Materials from the course reserves in Dana library

Materials from the permanent reference section in Dana 

3. Bibliography:

Subscription databases (such as MLA, Project Muse, and Jstor) 

The search terms that succeeded and those that did not  

Promising leads that you couldn’t pursue for lack of time 

4. Criticism and theory:

What were the most useful biographies or other general background sources?  

Which commentaries of all you encountered suggested the most fruitful ideas?  

Which critical approaches to Melville were the most appealing to you?   

5. Pedagogy: 

Posting or links on the class web site

The several class handouts 

