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Loosely coordinated with The Military in American History honors. The history section will be about civilian-military debates over military governance.  This subject is not treated extensive in American literature, which looks instead at the personal experiences of soldiers and at times their families in time of war.

This semester will mark the first offering of the course, student input being very welcome, indeed necessary.  I was about to assign 7 novels when I went to an out-of-town Barnes and Noble to inspect various editions. I discovered that most of them were on a table for summer reading for high school students!  Back to the drawing board….  Today I will nominate a few titles and ask for your responses -- the class can decide to read the suggested titles or alternate titles (to be discussed). 

Readings: about 7 novels plus online texts and handouts. The course seeks a variety of individual viewpoints and interpretations, developed by cogent arguments and supported by evidence (usually in the text), not just factual information about the authors and what has been written about them.

Discussion workshop: student oral reports (about 3 per semester to be selected)

Papers:  2 or 3 short interpretative papers (2-4 pp), one longer reading paper (6-8 pp) 

Exams: quizzes, midterm, and final as scheduled, plus some unscheduled quizzes

Avoid absence, passive attendance, plot summaries, biographies, encyclopedia articles, using existing research, doing cut and paste downloads, borderline plagiarism, actual cheating

Aims:  How are the military goals, attitudes, methods, and experiences of the United States reflected in (and influenced by) literature?

How do the traits of the writer – ideology, ethnicity, gender, class, age, and experience – affect what is written?  How does the nature of the military opponent affect writing?  What effect does the form of writing (novel, play, poem, song, film, video, journalism, web page, blog, etc.) have on the writing? 

National aspects, periods, and goals of warfare


Exploration and settlement, 1580-1740


National independence, 1740-1830


"Manifest destiny": Continental expansion and Indian removal, 1830-1900


"To preserve the Union": Civil war, 1860s


Imperialism, 1890s


"To make the world safe for democracy":  WW I, 1917-19


Spanish Civil War, 1930s


The Four freedoms, WW II,  1941-45


The domino theory and Asian Wars: WW II, Korea 1950, Viet Nam 1960


Middle Eastern Wars: Persian Gulf 1991, Iraq 2004

Changing military technologies:  Musket, knife, rifle, revolver, machine gun, battleship, tank, airplane, nuclear bomb, smart bombs, virtual warfare, concern over biological/chemical/radiation warfare, suicide bombers

Personnel:  Citizen militia, West Point professionals. Civil War draft/substitutes, WW I/II draft, volunteers: Regular Army, National Guard, Army of the United States

Representation of military in literature:  rules of war and literary forms


Epic/heroic -- Iliad, Odyssey, Aeneid -- force, heroism, anger, endurance, luck -- personal combat


Medieval allegories and romances -- Roland, Arthur, national epics,  knighthood, grail quest, courtesy and courtly love


Renaissance national histories -- Shakespeare's history plays, pageant of familiar deeds, legitimacy of kingship, divine right of kings -- Explorer-soldier-ruler-lover: (John Smith and Pocahontas)


Holy wars of 17th century -- Puritan warfare against the devil (Indians as heathen savages and devils) -- Biblical symbolism -- Exodus into New World  (Mary Rowlandson, Increase Mather)


18th Century Enlightenment: state a construct, social compact, primitivism of noble savage in Golden Age -- Americans saw themselves as pre-Europeans, the Europeans the villains -- the American hero as Davy Crockett ??? raised by Indians -- Boston Tea Party: Indian costumes -- some use of Indian ambushes in Revolutionary war (unfair by British standards) -- Later Leatherstocking: outsider, noble savage. Peaceful until provoked and then very violent like Odysseus (See Cooper, Mohicans and Melville, Billy Budd) -- violence as loss of innocence, coming of age, initiation


Nationalism of 19th century -- definition of nations (ethnic, linguistic such as Germany and Italy) -- wars defined nation, society, social codes -- historical romances of Scott revived medieval history -- but later personal codes, personal experience (Crane, Red Badge) and psychological meanings replaced social and national values


20th century: just wars (world safe for democracy, Four Freedoms, Red menace, terrorists) as worthwhile, or unjust wars, futile, absurd


Rules of War -- single combat of leaders -- hand weapons, perhaps mounted -- symbolic victory -- rules of chivalry and courtesy for nobility and officers, perhaps not for common soldiers -- formal engagements when both sides were uniformed, positioned, and ready -- sporting affair of limited damage -- honor in courage for fencing scars -- duels -- arrows, spears, muskets made hand-to-hand combat obsolete -- families might accompany militia -- Indian warfare according to different rules, leading to constant misunderstandings -- two codes of warfare in American Civil War, courage of South and industrial might of North -- machine gun, trenches, charges changed warfare, making huge casualties the norm and favoring defense -- alienation of individual soldier, mass attrition making recruiting and industrial strength very important -- territorial domination along broad front began to embroil civilians in combat with wide destruction for loser -- Telegraph and photograph made public aware of immediate details of war (major battle of War of 1812 took place after the war was over) -- Draft or substitutres  (Draft Riots; Gangs of New York)  -- machine guns against infantry charges, fixed bayonets -- Lincoln's problem of generals too timid or too aggressive -- 

Indian wars: 1840s-90s: relocation, starvation, genocide of Indians -- two different codes of warfare

19th c. historical novel:  Scott revived medieval romances -- panoramic novel, Tolstoi War and Peace, --  patriotic poem, Tennyson, "Charge of the Light Brigade" --realism, Ambrose Bierce, Tales of Soldier and Civilians -- symbolism and impressionism, Crane, Red Badge of Courage
TR and Rough Riders -- soldier-philosopher-king -- end of frontier buyt big navy 1890 -- Phillipines, Puerto Rico, Guantanamo (Cuba)

20th century: World War I -- linking alliances drew major powers into war after a relatively minor assassination  -- trench warfare, gas, submarine warfare -- British trench poets -- American college graduate (pacifists?) volunteered as ambulance drivers to see the war without fighting it -- early interventionist statements and fiction to support Allies by Henry James, Edith Wharton, Willa Cather after propaganda on German atrocities -- after realization of carnage (20K British killed at Somme in one day), American writers took anti-war stance -- new psychological effects: bombardment produced "shell shock," gas produced permanent invalids, machine guns redefined trench warfare -- only aerial warfare encounters of fighter pilots produced traditional single combat with a high personal code that transcended nationalism (films: Wings) -- why British trench poets but American novelists-- American participants expressed disillusion and despair and anarchism in the novel (Hemingway, Dos Passos, cummings, Faulkner) -- anti-war plays by Maxwell Anderson -- German response: Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front 

Between the wars:  isolationism, pacifism, economic depression, hero films (Gary Cooper, Sgt York)  -- Detective films saw criminal as tragic hero, more sympathetic perhaps than the police

World wars II -- dive bombing of civilians tested by in 1930s by Germans in Spanish Civil War (Picasso, Guernica) -- Holocaust of 6 million Jews -- bombing of civilian targets of Dresden, Hiroshima, Nagaski caused 50-75 thousand casualties a day, 2-4 times English losses at Somme -- total war and terror targeting of civilians: German V-2 attacks -- racism and genocide -- technology to make weapons more extensive and also more exact in damage

Various viewpoints: infantryman (Norman Mailer, James Jones), aerial bombardment of cities (Kurt Vonnegut), air warfare (Heller), command (Guard of Honor, Queeg Mutiny) -- Themes of absurdity of modern technological and bureaucratic warfare, total war against civilians and soldiers, authority without responsibility or sensitivity, separation of command from fighting, incongruity of hierarchical military command over a democratic soldiery    

Cold War: mutually assured destruction of superpowers with much to lose -- ironic peace  

Korea -- limited warfare in Korea and after did not escalate to another World War despite fears of nuclear catastrophe -- Korean war c. 1950 stimulated writing of World War II fiction (add dates) -- last American war on fixed battle lines -- insubordination of Macarthur and his removal by Truman

Anti-war films: Paths of Glory, Dr. Strangelove

The Western film -- John Wayne -- honor and tenacity -- rules of engagement -- degradation of Indians and ethnic minorities -- the lover-warrior

Viet Nam:  after defeat of French, U.S. assumed the role of western colonial power -- Environmental and genocidal war, no personnel or geographic boundaries -- Agent Orange herbicide, civilians not distinguished from combatants -- Was it a war of national independence or a civil war or a manifestation of the domino effect of Chinese expansion?  Failure of American intelligence -- misunderstanding of enemy -- daily television news -- Victory by air power: Three times the bomb tonnage dropped on Viet Nam, a small and undeveloped country, than in all of Europe in World War II  -- Argument continues in 2004 Presidental election surrounding war record of John Kerry over whether the war was winnable (the war critics are blamed for the loss) or hopeless to have started at all (White House and Pentagon blamed for misunderstanding).  What have we learned?  The draft-based conscription made the war a hot political issue in the 1968-72 presidental elections -- many dodged the draft or went to Canada. 

Persian Gulf War 1991 -- massive bombing at start, precision (smart bombs) attempted -- Civilian airline shot down -- press suppressed: civilian casualties not reported

9/11: Symbolic suicide attack on WTC and Pentagon -- about 3,000 dead  -- anti-terrorist publicity but dubious anti-terrorist measures (oil, finances, Saudis, imports, intelligence) -- Patriot Act: suspension of civil liberties -- 

Iraq war: questioned grounds for war (WMD, nuclear, terrorists) -- lack of attention to more substantial threats from North Korea, Iran -- problem of growing Anti-American sentiments in world -- idealistic goals of spreading democracy, colonialist investments for Halliburton etc, oil business, crusade by born again Christian against the person who tried kill his daddy -- lack of preparation for post-war, including prisons -- propaganda victory for anti-American terrorists seeing us as imperialist, war-mongers, irreligious, etc -- Mixture of religious, ideological, humanitarian, nationalist, anti-reform, capitalist motives in Afghanistan and Iraq -- press suppression -- invented atrocities against American military women

Who should guide American military policy, the President, his cabinet, informal advisors and strategists, the Chief of Staff, the Pentagon, commanding generals, the Congress?  Some military heroes have become President (Washington, Harrison, Grant, Theodore Roosevelt, Eisenhower).  Macarthur was dismissed by Truman for wanting to extend the war in Korea.  Military-civilian debate over war in Viet Nam, Persian Gulf, Iraq.  Bush family oil interests in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia is a new factor.   

