Suggested “Benito Cereno” topics: 

Use both the texts and relevant articles, pp 287-340 in Norton edition

Putnam’s magazine in 1855

The Fugitive Slave Law and Lemuel Shaw

The Santo Domingo and other slave uprisings

Melville’s use of the Benito Cereno source documents

Military force and the international slave trade

The character of Amasa Delano, narrator of “Benito Cereno”--  hero or not?

The character of Benito Cenero in “Benito Cereno” -- hero or not?

The character of Babo in  “Benito Cereno” -- hero or not?

The character of Atufal in “Benito Cereno” -- hero or not?

The function of the legal documents in “Benito Cereno”

The conclusion of “Benito Cereno”

Melville’s use of ship names, descriptions, and ornaments 

Slaves as property in “Benito Cereno”

Melville’s graphical introduction in “Benito Cereno”

Mottos: “The Negro.”

Mottos: “Follow Your Leader.”

Mottos: the ship “The Negro.”

Changes of heart and character, the lessons of “Benito Cereno”

Structural similarities in “Benito Cereno” and Billy Budd 

Melville’s dense and deliberate narrative style

