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By Tanu Kohli 
 

If you are associated with the Division of Global 
Affairs as a student or as a faculty member, you have 
in all probability already met its new director, Dr. Jean 
Marc Coicaud. He officially joined DGA in 
September 2011 from the United Nations University 
and when I sat down with him for a casual 
conversation, he said the transition to Rutgers was 
�³�H�D�V�\���´���,�W���V�H�H�P�V���U�L�J�K�W�O�\���V�R���V�L�Q�F�H���K�H���K�D�V���P�D�G�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U��
transitions with equal ease. Before he was the Director 
at the United Nations University in Tokyo and New 
York, Professor Coicaud worked as a speech writer for 
former Secretary General Dr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
in the United Nations, for the European Union and for 
the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, apart from his 
many other globetrotting assignments. And for him, 
each career change, big or small, was taken with the 

�³�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���D�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���J�U�R�Z�W�K���´��For full bio click here  
 It was this philosophy that made him choose DGA as his next destination, as it 
provided him an opportunity to combine his preferred area of knowledge �± global 
�D�I�I�D�L�U�V�����Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���I�O�D�L�U���I�R�U���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V�����3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���&�R�L�F�D�X�G�µ�V���I�L�U�V�W��
month in the division has been anything but relaxed. He has already met with all the 
�P�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V���D�Q�G���G�R�F�W�R�U�D�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���I�H�Z���Z�H�H�N�V���D�Q�G���K�D�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���W�K�H�P���Z�L�W�K��
feedback on their career and dissertation choices. He has also been actively meeting 
�Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U���I�D�F�X�O�W�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���W�R���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���'�*�$�µ�V���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���V�R���W�K�D�W���L�W���P�D�\���E�H�F�R�P�H���D��
better institution within the field of global affairs. When we started to talk more 
deeply about his plans for the division, he had a lot of ideas that he wanted to share. 
He did however stress that any positive development in the department will have to be 
�D���³�W�H�D�P-�O�H�G���H�I�I�R�U�W�´���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����I�D�F�X�O�W�\���D�Q�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�O�O���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H��
process. 
 While he could not disclose all his plans, he did announce the selection and 
implementation of faculty committees that will provide guidance on administrative, 
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