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Term Paper Guidelines

The paper must discuss some topic on the intersection of urban economics and Newark. It may be historical or about a current issue; it can elucidate the causes and effect of some economic phenomena, or it can discuss some economic problem and government policies related to this problem. You have considerable flexibility as to the particular content of the paper, but it must address economic ideas as they relate to Newark. Below I list some suggested topics, but you may feel free to select something different if it interests you. All chosen topics must be approved by me.
During the course of the semester we will be talking with Charles Cummings of the Newark Public Library. He will discuss how to do research at the library, and he will be able to direct you to the relevant historical information for your paper.
Paper Guidelines

1) Style: The paper must by type-written in MSWord in Times New Roman, 12 point font.

2) Length: 8-10 pages (excluding title page, references, graphics or tables). Double spaced. Stapled.
3) Margins: 1.25” margins on sides, 1” on top and bottom. 
4) Section Headers: All sections should begin with a subject header in bold (e.g. Introduction, The Theory of Compensating Wage Differentials, etc.)
5) References and Sources. You must have at least 5 sources (which can include one textbook). You need at least 2 primary sources (such as old Newspaper articles or government documents). All references should be in a standard economic journal format and placed in a special references section at the end of the text (see below for guidelines).
6) Headers and Footers: The header should contain your name and abbreviated title (e.g., Barr: The Leather Industry). The footer should include page numbers.

7) Title Page: Should be first page of document and separate from text. It should contain a title, your name and the course title.

8) Do NOT email me your papers, or any related write-ups. All documents must be printed out and handed in. Be sure to make a BACK UP copy of all your work. 

Important Dates
1) Topic Selection (Due: September 28, in class): You must hand in a type-written explanation of your topic, answering the following questions: What is your research question? Why is it important? How do you plan to conduct your research (i.e., what types of sources do you plan to use in general)? By the next class I will return the write-up with my approval, disapproval and/or suggested revisions.
2) Paper Outline (Due: November 2, in class). You are required to hand in a type-written general outline of your paper. I don’t expect you to have finished all your research or to have all your ideas fully organized, but I would like to see the following: (1) The write-up of your topic selection (possibly edited). (2) An outline of the paper with the section headers and a few lines about what the section will say. (3) The list of references that you plan to consult and/or cite in your paper. 
3) Optional First Draft Hand-in (November 30, in class). This deadline is OPTIONAL. If you would like me to proofread your draft and give some preliminary comments, you can hand it in on or before Nov. 30. After that date, any manuscripts given to me will be considered final. 
4) Final Due Date (December 5, in class): All papers must be handed in by this time.
Grading Guidelines

Ultimately your grade will be determined by the quality and substance of your paper, which will be marked on a 100 point scale (>=90 A; 85-89, B+; 80-84, B; 75-79 C+, 70-74, C; 65-69, D; <65, F). But, the following guidelines must be kept in mind:

1) Failure to Obey Deadlines (except for optional deadline): Failure to obey the above deadlines will result in a reduction of your final grade of 5 points times the number of days late for each violation.
2) Grammar, Spelling and Format: Correct grammar is CRUCIAL for success in life (as well as this class) and poor grammar will not be tolerated in this course. You need to proofread your document before you hand it in to make sure it is free of errors. You can lose up to 20 points for poor grammar and/or incorrect format. 
   
If you feel you need help with grammar, I suggest the following: purchase one of the many books on style and proper grammar, solicit the aid of a proofreader (such as parent or friend), and/or hand in your paper early for a first-draft reading by me. 
3) Page Length: Papers less than 7.5 pages (excluding references) will be penalized 10 points. Papers more than 10 pages will not be penalized only if the additional pages deliver strong, substantive material. Excessive verbosity will be penalized. 
4) Table and Graphs: are not required, but if you are including data and/or statistics, using a graph or table can be an excellent way to illustrate your points.

5) References: You cannot rely solely on the internet (see below). If you do a current topic, you must have at least three references to scholarly, relatively current work. If you do a historical topic, you must have at least three original sources (e.g., newspaper articles, government documents, reports from commissions, etc.). You can use at most ONE webpage for a reference.

6) Communication with the Professor: If you have any questions or problems, it is in your best interest to talk with me. This way we can figure out a workable solution. If you don’t communicate with me regarding your paper (besides handing things in at the respective deadlines, I will assume everything is proceeding fine.) 

Research and the Internet

The internet can be a great resource for research, but it should not be the direct source of your information. Rather the proper use of the internet is to help you find the location of important information. On-line encyclopedias and articles can be a good way to background information about your topic, but these are not to be used as main sources. The internet rather can help you located references for you to seek out directly. The Rutgers University Library website, for example, lists links to its card catalogue, academic search engines (such as ECONLIT) and links to newspaper archives etc. 

http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/rr_gateway/e_ref_shelf/refnj.shtml
http://newark.rutgers.edu/~natalieb/newark.htm. You can use the internet as a source of statistics and data (such as http://www.census.gov/), but the website must be a reliable source of data.
Some Suggested Topics
1) Choose a particular industry important to Newark’s manufacturing history. Discuss how and when the industry arose, where the markets for the good were and who the customers were, why the industry was important and successful, and why (if at all) did the industry decline. Important industries in Newark include (but are not limited to): beer and brewing, leather and patent leather products, varnish, Cellophane, jewelry, air conditioning, industrial machinery, smelting of industrial sweepings of precious metals, or flexible movie film. (See articles in course reading packet or consult books in bibliography on Blackboard for more possible industries.)
2) Choose a sector of the economy relevant to Newark.  Examples include transportation, education, office real estate, housing, labor market, manufacturing, or some other area that interests you. Discuss from an economic point of view how and why this sector evolved in Newark and its effect on the local economy/population. Be as specific as possible (e.g., choose a time period in addition to a sector.)
3) Discuss the evolution of transportation technology in Newark (or pick a particular form of transportation), such as the trolley car, the steam boat or the rail road and discuss how it affected the development of the city. 

4) What effect did the Morris Canal have on the evolution of the economy of Newark? Did it have a similar effect as the Erie Canal had on New York? Would Newark’s economy have grown as rapidly without it?
5) Choose a time period and length of time within that period: A time period should not be longer than 25 years, but no less than five years. For example, Newark during the depression (1929-1940). Or post-WWII Newark (1945-1960). Newark 1960-1980, or Newark from 1990 to present. Discuss the evolution of Newark’s economy in that period: Did it grow or shrink? What were the factors determining this economic performance? What major demographic and technological changes occurred and how did this affect Newark’s overall economy?
6) Discuss the relationship between some economic phenomena and local government policy, such as pollution control, public housing or even the relationship between Newark’s economy and the form and type of municipal government. You need to address: What caused Newark’s government (or N.J’s government) to take up this issue? What was the policy enacted? How did it work? Where there any unintended consequences?
7) What is the relationship between municipal annexation and economic performance? What is municipal annexation? What causes municipal annexation? Was it successful in Newark or not? Why did municipal annexation come to a halt in Newark and why did it not proceed in a similar manner as New York City? What was the effect of this policy on Newark’s development?
8) What are the costs and benefits to Newark (and cities in general) of building Performing Arts Centers (such as NJPAC) or sports stadiums?

9) Newark’s economic renaissance: Fact or Fiction?

10) Discuss some aspect of discrimination and/or segregation and its economic consequences in Newark.  For example, the effect of discrimination and/or segregation on housing prices or wages or the economic success of Newark in general.
11)  Discuss the evolution of manufacturing in the U.S. and its effects on U.S. cities with a focus on how manufacturing has affected Newark’s economy, in the 19th and 20th centuries.
12)  Discuss the role of important inventors, such as Seth Boyden, on the economic development of Newark in the 19th century. How did their inventions affect Newark and why were they so successful?
13) Choose a particular company that was/is important to Newark, such as Prudential Insurance or Anheuser Busch (maker Budweiser), and discuss how and why it came to succeed (and possible failed or left Newark), and what its influence has been on the Newark economy.
14) Discuss the role of zoning on the development of either commercial real estate (such as skyscrapers) and/or residential housing in Newark. Has zoning affected Newark’s economy? Or did the economy affect its zoning laws? Did zoning have discriminatory results? Would Newark be a different place without zoning?
15) Discuss the role of female and/or child labor in manufacturing in Newark during the late 19th and early 20th century. Was female (child) labor a significant component of the workforce? If so, what were their demographic profiles? Contrast the role of female labor in Newark with female labor in other industrial cities or with the U.S. in general.

16) Homer Hoyt’s important 1970’s book One Hundred Years of Land Values in Chicago: The Relationship of the Growth of Chicago to the Rise of Its Land Values, 1830-1933chronicles the rise in land values in Chicago and the reasons for the rise. Chronicle the value of real estate in the Four Corners Historical district in Newark, i.e. at the intersection of Market St. and Broad St. 
17) History of zoning in Newark.
18) The history of Agent Orange production in Newark.
19) Effect of trolley system on residential and business patterns in Newark.
Citations of References
In economics there seems to be no one agreed upon format. You should choose one style and make sure you are consistent throughout your paper. One common style that you can use is the APA format (http://www.library.cornell.edu/newhelp/res_strategy/citing/apa.html); another one is the style recommended by the American Economic Review (http://www.aeaweb.org/aer/sampleref.html)

In general, books, articles, etc., referenced in the paper should mention the author(s), the year of publication, all appropriate titles, and the publisher. All references should be placed at the end of the document and not as footnotes. Below are some common examples that I use in my papers. 
Examples of References in Text:

“In a study of the relationship between school expenditures and student performance, Jones (2002) finds ….”

“Smith et al. (2003) show that the relationship between ….”

“Two recent studies have shown a mixed relationship between expenditures and performance (Jones, 2002; Smith et al., 2003).” 

Examples of References
Journal Articles 

Jones, K. (2002). ”Student Performance and School Expenditure.” Journal of Education Economics, 21(2), 21-35.

Smith, R. L., Fitzroy, L. M. and Huckleberry, I. B. (2004). “Does Money Matter: 

Evidence from Milwaukee.” American Economics Journal, 13, 356-388.

Books

McCann, P. (2001). Urban and Regional Economics. Oxford University Press: New 


York
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