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"Dear Mother and Dad," Written March 14, 1967. Published San Francisco Integrity (SFI) July 1, 1980. Also
appears at http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~lcrew/DearMother AndDad.pdf
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Notes

I had turned 30 three months earlier.

I was an only child and very close to my parents.

My parents were serious Southern Baptists. Five years earlier I had
become an Episcopalian.

A few months after writing this letter, I told my grandmother that I was
gay. She said huffily, "What did you expect?! You became an
Episcopalian."”

At the time of writing, I was in my first year of the doctoral program at
the University of Alabama, and I was an instructor in the English
Department.

The previous summer I had returned to the USA following a year of
teaching in London, where I came out to myself as a homosexual person.
I taught in the Penge Secondary Modern School near the Crystal Palace.
At the time of writing I was cast as Shylock, and the play was in
production at the University of Alabama. I won "Best Actor of the Year"
for the performance.

When I wrote this letter I knew personally no homosexual couples, nor
any lesbians.

I did not meet my future husband, Ernest Clay until six years later.

See Two Grooms: http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~lcrew/2grooms.html
This letter was firrst published in SFI [San Fransisco Integrity. July 1,
1980

See other biographical material at
http://rci.rutgers.edu/~lcrew/pubd/index.html#autobiography



