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At a fictitious trial, Dwight Waldo is being judged by major public figures from 
different eras. Such an approach allows the author to simultaneously examine various 
intellectual perspectives inherent in the field of public administration. 

 
Trying to Save the Garden:  
What if “Rat Choice” Hadn’t Invaded Public Policy and Public Administration?    
A Public Administration Satire ………………………………………………..….…….…….. 40 
Terence M. Garrett 
 

In the following satire, the author argues that an obnoxious pest has overtaken 
traditional public administration and is known by a variety of different names 
including “public choice,” “rational choice,” and “principal-agent theory” (all 
collectively known here as ‘rat choice’) that has invaded the “garden” of public 
administration and policy.  What if a super-potent rodent killer had been developed to 
suppress the loss and damage of the fruits and vegetables in the garden?  A more truly 
democratic administration may have been more firmly established in the 20th Century.  
Public policies today also might be bearing more fruit for all of society instead of 
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Public administration is awash in self-doubt, discomfort and confusion.  As it 
struggles with setting, moving and removing academic boundaries of the discipline, 
public administration reveals its own dyslexia.  The disabling of public administration 
offers a view from the balcony (or orchestra pit) granting a greater appreciation of ‘the 
other’ in the public administration student, public administration theory and public 
administration practices.  The dyslexic individual and institution can suffer and 
celebrate contradiction, paradox, irony, and other delimiting arenas of learning without 
resistance.  Successful learning and understanding can come not in spite of but 
because of apparent disabilities. 
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