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1929 Union Station of the Pennsylvania Railroad Newark  
 
The proposed improvements to the then existing station were 
aimed at creating increased realty values and presenting a better 
impression of the City to those visiting or just passing through.  
 
Indeed, the Newark Pennsylvania Station was intended to help 
place Newark conspicuously on the railroad map and to facilitate 
the Newark City Railway, thus reducing surface traffic in the 
Central Business District.  
 
This proposal was part of a larger development plan for the city, 
where its potential as a hub for the greater metropolitan district 
was emphasized. 
 
Newark Chamber of Commerce President William Bittles. 
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1959 Midtown Freeway53 
 
The Midtown Freeway was included in development plan 
undertaken by Wilbur Smith and Associates, in consultation with 
Oskar Stronorov and Victor Gruen, associated planners and 
architects. 
 
The Highway would connect to the I 280 East-West Freeway, the 
Pulaski Skyway and the New Jersey Turnpike. It was intended to 
improve circulation and to minimize conflict between cars, trucks 
and transit pedestrian movement in the city. It was desirable for the 
downtown area to become a pedestrian-only thoroughfare, with 
areas such as the proposed Halsey Street Pedestrian Mall.  
 
The plan was disadvantaged by a need to carry out extensive 
relocation of residents from areas surrounding High Street (Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard). 
 
The proposed 1 75 Freeway connecting with the I 78, U.S. 
Route22, and the East-west 280 Highway. 
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